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- Union ban on sheep e
__carrier continues oo )

: . Th rt of live sheep has been built into
| The union ban on the stock carrier Atlas Pioneer, berthed at Fremantle, continued a t{;ﬁxﬁg muu;:imonl: dollar trademln

yesterday, Western Australia.
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The WA Meat Commis-
sion rejected g progsal
by the Trades and
Council to end the dis-
pute and the TLC in turn
rejected a counter-offer
from the commission.

The dispute spread to
the Midland Abattoirs
yesterday when
slaughtermen  Imposed
an overtime ban there
and agreed to limit their
daily quota of slaughter-
ed sheep to 70 a man
instead of TT.

The assistant secretary
of the TLC, Mr Ron
Reid, said the ban on the
Atlas Pioneer was main-
ly over the dismissal of
62 workers at the Robb

bor

Jetty meatworks a week
ago.

However, the ban also
applied to the failure of
Kuwait to observe a
trade agreement relating
to the export of live
sheep from WA.

The Atlag Pioneer was
bound for Kuwait with a
cargo of live sheep.

The men were dismiss-
ed by the Meat Commis-
sion after they refused
to increase their d
slaughter quota of
sheep a day.

The commission had
wanted them to
slaughter on an unres-
tricted basis.

The comrnission yester-

day rejected the TIC's
proposal that the men
return to work and con-
tinue to slaughter only
T7 sheep a day.

A pro
commission that the men
be reinstated without a
restriction on the Kkill
was rejected by the TLC.

Mr Reid said Kuwait
had broken an agree-
ment which bound that
country to import two
sheep  carcasses for
every live sheep impor-
ted from WA.

“In fact, they have
been importing only
about 32 per cent of
their quota of carcasses,”
Mr Reid said.

“This puts the jobs of
WA meatworkers at risk,
especially when you con-
sider that there will be
a shortage of sheep next
year because of the
drought.”

The chlef executive of-
ficer of the Meat Com-
mission, Mr Brian Wil
son, said that the quota
of T7 sheep slaughtered
each day applied to the
Midland Abattoir but
not at Robb Jetty.

“There is a special

agreement signed by the
eat Industry Employ-

ee’ Union which al-

from the i

lows an unrestricted kill
at Robb Jetty,” he said.

The Minister for Agri-
culture, Mr Old, deserib-
ed B{he ban as totally un-
u

“The workers’ case had
been taken to the Indus-
trial Commission where
Commissioner Lt
Johnson told them that

their claim was spurious
ani((ii without merit,”” he
said, |

“The people likely to
suffer most if this action
continues are the live-
stock producers, who pro-
vide the very means of
employment for these
men,

“Primar? producers
have suffered far too
much already.”

SWAN RIVER

In another development
esterday, the Maritime
‘orkers Union decided at

Fremantle not to black
ban the Japanese sheep
carrier Swan River.

The ban was put on the
ship when it left port
for the open sea so that
her Korean ecrew could
clean out the sheep pens.
This was ordered by the
Quarantine Department,
The Maritime Workers’

Union claimed its mem-
bers should have been
given this work.

Exporters claim that
farmers, many of whom
have been hit by drought
and rising costs, receive

about $8 for exported ing

live sheep, which would
return them only about
$3 if slaughtered locally.

The Meat Industry Em-
ployees’ Union has toler-
ated the rt of about
a million live sheep a
year on the understand-
ing that two frozen car-

- | casses are exported for

each live sheep.

The industry has little
industrial power on its
own and would have to
rely on su1pp0rt from ma-
rit unions if it want-
ed to enforce an export
ban on live sheep. This
would be by no means
certain as a long-term or
permanent measure,.

Firms with a wide ex-
rience in exporting
th live and frozen
sheep claim that a ban
on the export of live
sheep would not mean
more work for local abat-
toirs because DMoslem
countries prefer live
sheep.

CONGESTION

They point out that|

apart fro mfarmers, the
State's railways and
transport operators bene-
fit from this industry.

Most Middle East ports
suffer some degree of

congestion and some |

ships meet long delays,
Ships carrying live
sheep receive preference.
Fremantle had a boom
in the export of frozen
meat in September.
It was made necesesary

to some degree by over-
crowded cold storage fa-
cilities.

But the exports amount-
to thousands of
tonnes did not all tﬁo
smoothly, One ship, the
Harvest Gold, sailed

+ without completing load-

ing because slow deliver-
ies resulted in some of
the meat beginning to
deteriorate when hatches
had to be kept open too
long. 3

Another ship had
trouble with holds not
clean enough and anaother
was held by union action.

Meanwhile, the Atlas
Pioneer is wailing at
Fremantle to see whether
she will eventually be al-
lowed to load her full
cargo of 51,000 sheep.

Her operators have the
difficult and costly task
of trying to find fodder
for more than 80,000
sheep they have in hold-
ing paddocks for this and
other ships.
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ACTU seeks one-for-one limit
~on live-sheep export trade

By LIN ENRIGHT :

’

Australia’s $200-million live-
sheep export trade could be severely
restricted — or halted — after
support by the ACTU congress for

a motion opposing aspects- of the'

trade.

The ACTU has demanded that the
Federal Governmient impose a ratio of
one slaughtered sheep to every live
sheep exported by January 1.

IT the Government does not act, the
ACTU exccutive has been empowered
lo take whatever action is necessary 10
support Australian meatworkers,

A motion against the trade, sponsored
by the Australian Mcat Employees In-
dustry Union, was adopted by the con-
gress on Wednesday. The union says the
trade is costing jobs of its members,

The two-page motion includes a call
for action by the ACTU to halt the

development of new live-sheep markels,
the introduction of the one-for-one ratio

on a country-by-country basis, a limit on:

the age of sheep 1o be exported, action
to.promote carcass-meat export and the
January 1 deadline.

The ban could affect the movement
of between fivé million and six million
sheep to the Middle East market.

The AMIEU, with the ACTU presi-
dent, Mr Cliff Dolan, had had talks

about the livesheep trade with the’

Minister for Primary Industry, Mr Nix-
on, before the congress. They had tried
to get government agreement Lo the one-
for-one formula.

A spokesman for Mr Nixon said
yesterday that the minister was disap-
pointed with the resolution. Mr Nixon
had undertaken to0 get a reply to the
union's arguments about the trade.
These were still being prepared and
would be forwarded to the union “short-

ly". There had been no change in gov-
ernment policy. !

.The president of the Sheepmeat
Council of Australia, Mr Ralph James,
has criticised the ACTU resolution.

The most controversial aspect of the
motion, the one-for-one formula, would
mean an immediaté reduction in live
trade from around 5.5 million to less
than two million animals a year, Mr
James said, This would be a lossof §110

-million in export income,

He said the decision demonstrated a
narrow attitude toward the trade and a
lack of understanding of relativities
between mutton and live-sheep export.

Mr James said the move against the

_development of new live-sheep markets

was based on the “already discredited”
premise that frozen mutton and lamb
could be substituted for live-sheep ex-
ports. ACTU insistence on this policy

would result in reductions in both trades
and losses of jobs, ‘

The ACTU said the existing trade
should be reviewed to protect the flock
by declaring that export sheep be
limited to wethers that are at least four
years old. Mr James replied that the
export trade had had a major positive
influence on the sheep industry by re-
ducing the age of the flock while also
leading to sheep-number increases.

Graziers generally agree that aged
sheep, particularly wethers which were
no longer economic for wool or meat
production, were the first animals 1o go
10 the live-sheep trade.

Mr James added that most wethers
in Australia were now under.four years
old and the ACTU policy would effec-
tively prevent producers from selling
sheep when they were best suited to the
trade,
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Live exports
vital to WA

WA'S LIVESTOCK producers are right to be
angry over the misguided campaign by local
and national union and animal welfare
groups to ban the export of live sheep and
cartle.

After years of taking industrial action in
support of out-of-date work practices, meat-
works unions have themselves to blame for
producers taking advantage of other ways to
sell their stock.

The wage campaigns and union opposition.
to enterprise bargaining put pressure on local
processing costs and helped to close abattoirs
in the north and other parts of Australia,

It is not the producer's fault that local
processors have found it hard to compete
with the live export market.

Farmers have been told for years that they
must supply what the customer wants — and
that's what they are doing.

Many Middle East countries cannot handle
big shipments of refrigerated meat and prefer
to kill live sheep in their own way.

And the booming cattle markets of South-
East Asia are learning how to use their own
feedlots to fatten cattle to their local require-
ments.

This has resulted in an expanding export
trade estimated to be worth more than $150
million a year to WA — a valuable contribu-
tion to Australia’s balance of trade figures.

The reality is that producers must get a fair
return for their product.

At this stage, the live export market is a key
part of the financial equation on the farm.

Meat workers should be putting their ener-
gies into making their industry more compet-
itive in the harsh world of economic reality.




RSPCA aims to end

live-sheep trade

By PHILIP HOBBS

The RSPCA holds its annual
meenng in Canberra this week
and among 11s matn tasks is 1o try
1 s10p hive-sheep export,

The society's executive direc-
tor, Charles Wnight, said yester-
day that the RSPCA and every
ather  ammal-welfare  group
would not ease therr campagns
unul common sense prevailed,

There was no way the society
would budge from its carcass-
trade-unly position

The latest debacle imvolving
an Austrabian shipment of sheep
to the Middle East continued 10
be d tragic indiciment on Austra-
ha's attitude towards animals

"It appears that the rural com-
munity as a whole has no real
concerns about the welfare of 1ts
arumals,” Mr Wnght said, “They
are sumply a marketing commod-
1ty that has not, and should not
have, any feeling ™

When the ship Al Gazeem left
Australia about four months ago
with 82,000 sheep on board, 1t
had no chance of selling its cargo

“The end result 15 that two-
thirds of the shipment have been
marketed 10 who knows where,
and the remaiming 25,000 are sull
on board, after being unloaded
and rc again, with no-
where 10 go,” he said

Mr Wnght said he had asked
the Australian Meat and Live

Stock Council to stop the trade
and asked the Senate to request
an urgent meeting of the Senate
Select Commuttee for Animal
Welfare 10 investigate what he
calied the Al Gazeem affair

Another major concern of the
association 18 electro-immeobili-
salion — 4 techmgue 1in which
animals are immobihised with
clectneity for certain vetennary
procedures

A probe 15 mserted near the tail
of the animul and another 1y at-
tached 1o 1 tongue and an elec-
Ine current 1s passed through the
body

Although the procedure has its
applcanions. such as for spaying
catntle, some veiennanans are
concerned that it does not permit
manituring of the animal’s pain
threshold There is 8 view that
animals immobilised by electne-
ty feel pain, but because they are
frozen they cannot bellow or
bark

There 18 also a concern that the
method may induce people 1o at-
tempt veterinary and  surgical

ocedures on thewrr animals at

ome, with disastrous and unin-
tended consequences

Mr Wnght also sad the
RSPCA would prosecute the
owners of Queensland feedlots at
which more than 200 cattle died
recently, apparently from  heat
stress







One million live cattle exported

By PETER HENDERSON

THE Australian Live expont
mdustry had broken another
record with new figures
showing more than one
milhon cattle were exported in
the 200203 year

The cantle were valued at o
record hugh of S60Tm

South East Acian countnes
such as Indonesia, Malaysia
and the Phylippines accounted
for 64pc of the hive cattle
A UL

Indonesa ook nearly half,
o AR9.000 head. assisted by a
dechine i onttle prices and o
dahie Indonesian economy,

The lutest monthly figures
for June showed exports to
Indomesia fell by 22pe, which
wils eapectaed due 1o full
feediots and Lrge
cunsigniments sent in May

High number of domestic
cattle also boosted feedions,

AT A GLANCE

Live 2002/03
S o
alue $420m

1 miltion head of cattle
Value $607m

Meanwhile the 97,000 head
of cattle exported to Malaysia
was worth $44.8m, with cattle
numbers up by 25pc on 200)-
02, WA 15 the major supplier
of carttie to Malaysia.

The Philippines had
increased o 108,000 head in
2002-03 but its value of $5Tm
wis down by about Tpe on the
previous year

Egypt continued 1o be o
weak market for live cattle
due to increased competition
from cheap South Amencan
beef and according to Meat
und Livestock Australia no

cattle had been sent to this
market since Janvary.

Meanwhile, the tight supply
of sheep resulting in higher
prices last year ensured the
value of sheep exports rose to
a record $420m.

Livecorp chief executive
officer Kevin Shiell said it had
been o big exporting year with
combined sheep and cattle
exports valued at above 51
billion.

“It emphasises the important
contnbution the live export
industry makes.” he said.

Last vear's sheep exports
were down in numbers by
about 9pc 1o 5.9m head
compared 10 6.5m in 2001.02.
WA accounted for 66pc of all
live sheep exports in 2002-03.

The average price per head
of sheep this financial year
had risen S10 to $71 per head,

Saudi Arabia. 1o which
exports had been suspended,

had taken nearly a third of
Australia’s live sheep exports
in 2002-03 with Kuwait next
on |.5m head,

MLA says higher prices had

ns

>

been having a negative impact

on live sheep export volumes
1o all other markets with
United Arab Emurates (UAE)

dropping 46pc to 306.00X)
head.

M Kevin Shiell

~»
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A rosy longterm picture was out-
lined for the sheep and cattle indus-
tries at last week’s Australian Asso-
clation of Agricultural Consultants
WA conference,

Elders genernl manager of live
exports Cameron Hall told dele-
gates that there would be challeng-
es In meeting demand and Austra-
lian farmers faced stiff competition
from other countries such as the
US, Brazil and other South Ameri-
can countries as their herds ex-

pand.
The key driver of demand for cat-

“Phere is a rising population,
and as people move from lower-
class subsistence to middle class,
one of the things they do purchase
more of is protein.” he said.

“They improve their diet and im-
prove it rapidly. That is important
from a red meat, grain and dairy
sense.”

dattle demand

“Australia certainly isn't in the
process of significantly increasing
ll’mim numbers at thisstage,” he
s

For instance, adverse seasonal
conditions and strong export de.
mand had driven a significant rise
insheep turn-offover the past three
years, but assuming a return to av-
erage seasonal conditions, the na-
tional sheep flock is expected to
gradually rebuild from 71.8 million
head in 2015-16 before reaching 76
xsnaiiliion head by 2019-20, Mr Hall

Meanwhile, the Australian cattle
herd is estimated to have fallen
from a high of 29.3 million in 2013 to
27 million in 2015, before declining
a further 2 per cent to 26,5 million
head in 2016.

Mr Hall said the growth in ex-
ports from Australia would hinge
on the nation’s global competitive-

ness.

“It is three times more expensive
to process and pack a beast in Aus-
tralia than Brazil and twice that of
the US,"” he said.

“Our operating costs, labour
costs, regulatory costs are all sig-
nificantly more expensive than our
competitors’,

“Those comparisons are getting
worse, not better. There needs to be
significant structural change if we
are going to be able to remain
globally competitive, particularly
at a commodity level.”

Mr Hall said over the next few
years, because of high demand and
lack of supply, it was possible a cou-
ple of live exporters or meat expor-
ters could fold, which was not in
anyone’s long-term interests.

Supply would be redistributed

back among the remaining players.

He said processors, compared to
global models, had room to become
more efficient.

“We (processors) generally don’t
work two shifts in Australia,” he
said.

“That's not necessarily a great
return on that capital investment
in such large assets.

“Many of our competitors in Eu.
rope and the US all work two or two-
and-a-half shifts, with the half shift
being maintenance.”

Mr Hall forecast strong beef ex-
port demand because of the lower
Australian dollar and tariff reduc-
tions in some big markets as a re-
sult of recent freetrade agree.
ments.,

He said the US was likely to re-
main Australia's largest beef ex-
port market until 2019,

Beef exports to Japan would lift 7
per cent in the 2016-17 financial
vear as a result of the FTA and ap-
preciation of the US dollar'against
the ven, compared to the Austra-
lian dollar, according to ABARES,

Mr Hall said although beef ex-
ports to China would fall by about
25 per cent in the 2016 financial
year because of higher prices for
Australian beef and greater compe-
tition from South America, this
would steadily regain ground until
2019 as the FTA came into effect.

Live cattle exports would also re-
main high, though Australian feed-
er and slaughter cattle exports
were forecast to fall 14 per cent to
1.1 million head from a record 1.3
million head in 2014-15, reflecting
the reduced cattle supply suitable
for live export, Mr Hall said.

He said there could be additional

mmmmm;mmm
Australia’s cattie and sheep Industries at last week's AAAC conference.
Picture: Jenne Brammer

demand for feeder and slaughter
cattle this finaneial year from Chi-
na if supply chains were developed
and approved.

Mr Hall sald about 31 million live
cattle were now being exported and
there was potential for that to grow
further.

“There is still potential in the
markets we supply at the moment,”
he said. “Indonesia will probably
come back to having a more struc.
tured approach to the release of
permits.

“Whether it's 600,000 cattle or
900,000 cattle per year doesn't mat-
ter somuch, as Jongas there's confi-
dence and consistency around how
it's going to be done.”

Mr Hall said sheepand lamb pric-
es were forecast to increase by 10
per cent this financial year in re-
sponse to strong export demand,

Meanwhile, he expected wool
prices to rise because of falling pro-
duction and a lower Australian dol-
lar He expected the Eastern Market
Indicator would average about
1200¢/kg clean during 2015-16.

Mr Hall said wool production
was expected to slip 5 per cent in
2015-16 to 408,000t greasy, driven by
a smaller sheep flock of 71.3 million
head and lower fleece welghts, Pro-
duction would rebound to 418,000
tonnes in 2019-20 in response to ex-
pected flock rebuilding.

Mr Hall sald although it faced
competition challenges, Australia
had many advantages.

“Among our advantages is our ge-
ography and diversified product,”
he sald. “The fact we can run north-
ern cattle, southern cattle and a
whole range of different produc-
tion systems gives us a great deal of
flexibility.

“A further reason why China
likes us so much is they have confi-
dence in our food and production
systems.

“And whileat times it would seem
there has been some political insta-
bility at prime minister level over
the last couple of terms, we still
have a very stable political plat-
form — unlike some of the other
major producing zones.”
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WA LIVESTOCUK exportens
hove welooaed Federal
Crovemment's HECIon 1o s
up @ oew standasds code Tor
the export of Austrulion
lvestock

Work baus already begon on
an itern code which is
expeciad to be presented 10 the
Ponsary lodustnes Ministerial
Council nest month.

Wellard Roed Exports
poncral musmager Steve
Moerwald sodd o new standands
codde wonkd allow the
Austrahion Quarantine and
Inspection Service (AQIS)
operate under & more moden
st durds system

He said exporsers hd been
wking AQIS 10 modernise ms
stanckards in e with revised
standards under industry's
Livestock Expon Accreditation

Exporters embra

By PETER HENDERSON

Program (LEAP). He sad
AES tsed some aspects of
LEAP m the area ol
competency Tor exponier
Becnees bat o was sl using
codes of practices drawn up in
the 1980y,

“We will ucteally welcome
AQIS moving 1o the 21st
century 1o pick up this revised
code,” be sanl.

The proposed new codes of
practice are part of Federal
Govermment s $1 1w nxt‘uu:
10 thw Keniry mspuiry held atter
the Cormo Expross incident,

Mr Meerwald sad any extra
costs 1o the Tive export medusiry
through increased regulation
woukd oot be known unti) after
& new regulatory system Was in
plice

Of the Keniry inguary s cight
recommendations three were
opposed by exportens

One reconmendation was

Fu 8
CS11M PACKAGE

M SAm 10 improve laciaes
ang anmal waltaro
OISR at

" $2.2m 10 stant up New

atory sysiem

= $500 000 in AQLS subsiches

™ §3 30 o yilerinaly
counseior in Mcde Fast

= S e reserch ang
OevelOpirent
-

thut Portland andd Adelade
should be ckwed 1y winter amd
unother wars that third panty
vels should be contracted

theough AOIS.

Netther of these recommend-

phoas were udopsed bat all
veterinanans working m the
trsde would repon 1o AQIES
nl be sanctionesd for false
reporting. .
The therd recommmendation

opposest by exportens, but

ge new code

adopted by govenmment, was
that veterinariam be placed on
all ships to the Middle East

M Meerwald said having
vets on sl shups to the Muddle
Easd was 4 wante of resources
and B Coumenic geviue 1o
pppease critios of the wade,

Stockmen were seen iy more
practical amd more uschl than
Vi

Vetennanans have been
placed o all Trvestock xhips to
the Muklle East since
December S,

Mr Meerwuld sund the
govermment s decision to make
a voluntary levy lor research
and deselopment compulsory
was 2 good move a8 companies
nut paying the kevy had o
cotmmercial advuntage.

Anmal pctivists have vowed
lo continee thetr campaign
against the hive export Trude,

despite the new proposal.




SLAUGHTERED

- $100m cattle ban threatens to ruin WA families

NEST AusT i fn

e e e e ————. |

JATNE RICKARD AND SRAML WRIGHT

WA farinery ace warning that the
B0 e Hew catlle ox port trade
W Ind will b & 4
wnlets e Podersd Coverament
1 it sinpeasion on oot m
SR psitde

Frrmers scrom tvgsonal WA
e stusoed yeerday sod still
PUCing worihar what the ban
nwant £ their lvelibyods in an i
Quwtry Dt employs 2000 people
AT Apsirada

Thw Federal Gowenment respon
el Gack My 0 0 pudlsr nutcry alter
draning Seuge Dowing brutal
treatment of Acstyslian ot
Iadonesian aluridrs war made

Public bast week Padvral Agrowt
200 Mitlaster Joe Ludwig a3 (e
tan on serxding |ve catthote indoor
s cousd st P W ML months or
wnthl aystvme wwew gt i place
W emsure Actralian canile were
ratrd progeely

1M want 1o put & timedrame
0 I Dyt the curTendt susperaion |y
D o nks monihe” be sadd

The Sute Covernment and the
catthe industry see Nirsous thas
Sestir Lodwlg gove them ow
warning of O has,

Tew of scsands of WA osttle
% hew strnseded Uy ships. holding
Pens zad mistoral stations of whet
Is 10 poak time for Dveasc i to be
aaded ot Daats for Indreests

Another 150 000 cattiv froms Ass
Tl are alrwady 0 Indomesian
fendven ety to be

Sewarer | ebu iy anud therv wanld
bv an indegwedmt tevew of e

wery told yesterday that the scope
O the v bvwr wockS (e | e Evast)
3 lng cattie and shoep Live axporis
%o all inter natinnal markets

1t s unchenr wiat 913 hagpen 10
o Dwmsands of Hvestnck aalting
0 e exported

Prome Miokster Julln Gillard
AR b s ure e badontcy best
wight thast the ban wes sndy lemgor
Yy N oo ar Dndocesis

threateood 15 tabs Australie o (e
Workd Trade Orpasisation

Sovatir Loduly souM 2ot
drean on whether farmers snd
Wleete! commmunities woud be
ven oo, 3

Thw Awtralses Bowd Axsosat oo
sadt Wir Gavorvmen? shesid maks
vailable money froe the S8 mu
1 InBustry Reserve Fund be com
POl (Ui prodincers “wive fte
Sunikrupery”

o ustyy Imebors msat cattie f2rma
=3 clajmed 3 X MOBKD San wouk!
ripphe Bacthern Australis lns ing
many ot of jeoket and quetsaing
ihetr future on the bl

Comtunmad ws page &
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VVEEKLY OPINION

Govt ignores “impeccable” record

FiN 30.5. 24

COMMENT

By ALLAN PIGGOTT

Hlourn White Suffolk sheep stud
Fatiem Bend, South Austraba

I AM not normally onc to criti-
cise our politicians in public,
it is a rough job, and we need
to work with our leaders to
ensure they have the correct
information 1o make informed
decisions.

However, recent comments
from the Federal Minister of
Agriculture Murray Watt have
compelled me to put pen to
paper,

I was president of Sheep
Producers Australin in 2018 and
understand how the Australian
Labor Party find themsclves in
the position they are in.

Unfortunately for Federal
Agriculture  Minister Watr,
most people in Australia have
little understanding about the
sheep live export rade, their
only knowledge comes from the
images they saw on 60 Minutes
in 2018.

We all agree that the condi-
tions on the Awassi Express
were horrific, inexcusable and
should not have happened,
and that 30 seconds of footage
continues to haunt Australian
sheep producers  and  the
Australian public.

However the recent deci-
sion by Mr Watt to ban sheep
live export has not been based
on current science and cur-
rent evidence, it is based on an

out-of-date policy and political
expediency.

This should be of concern to
all Australians, not just agri-
culture,

Mr Watt knows that in 2018
there were three independent
inquiries with dozens of rec-
ommendations which have all
been adopted by the industry,
including no twade during the
hot summer months, reducing
the stocking densitics in pens,
and increasing minimum air-
flow throughout the ships.

Since these recommenda-
tions have been adopted, the
sheep live export industry has
had an impeccable record.

Mr Watr also knows that pro-
cessing all sheep in Austealia is
not feasible.

Processing  plants  require
long-term continual supply of
sheep to manage their labour
needs and marketing options.

They are not agile enough to
quickly increase capacity when
there is a sudden increase in
supply due to seasonal or mar-
ket uncertainty,

The industry (particularly
in WA) neceds options to get
sheep off-farm quickly and live
export has been a successful
risk munagement option,

Shooting and burying unsale-
able sheep to ensure the welfare
of core breeding stock is not a
suitable option.

Phillip Glyde (chairman of
the Independent Panel charged
with formulating a  steat-
egy to assist the phase out of
live exports) conceded in a

Landline interview that the WA
sheep industry was unique and
poorly understood by people in
the Eastern States.

WA has a very scasonal sup-
ply of sheep and needs a pres-
surc release valve to quickly
move sheep when necessury.

The minister also knows that
this live export ban does not
just affect WA, it is a nation-
al issuc affecting thousands of
jobs,

The consequence of not
having an adequate pressurc
release valve was apparent last
year when concerns about pol-
itical interference and season-
al conditions led to a lack of
confidence by sheep producers
across Australia, and a conse-
quent oversupply in the nation-
al market,

Many sheep had nowhere to

The anti-agriculture groups
are already gloating over their
“success” and are asking the
question “what next?”

Mr Wart, T ask you — what
will be next?

We need political decisions
that are based on current advice
and current evidence, not ideol-
ogy and appeasing poorly-in-
formed voters,

O Allan Piggott, principal of llloura
White Sultolk, sheep stud, Tailem
Bend, South Austradia, Is o former
Sheep Producers Ausiralia presi
dent who condemns the Federal
govemment's live sheep sxports by
sea ban

.
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Report reveals progress of export industry

By MIDAN SMITH

THE live export indastry
cumimuod o g its
perfocnmnee hevughos NHT
with 1 new record Jow
monaliey level for caith und 2
11 per cemi Lall m sheep
manalites,

The figures were released
n the compreheasive
Niioosd Liveaink Expan
Tndustry Shevp, Cattle sl
Gom Tomsport Performisos
Report 2017, whech was
peepared by The Depaninent
of Privary Indostries and
Reglonal Developmes:
(DIMRD)} and publishad oy
Mest sl Livestook Aussalia
n Oclaber AR

The summary repon
provides the oni»
comprebensive bruskdown by
species, bme of year, ships.
boad pors aad major
destinutiuns over the calendar
year, aleag with scssary
analyses of wends over nee,

The repuut revealed thae the
eweenl] moriafity rat: foe
catthe during sea trirepoet 1o
all destinations during 2007
was O l0pe (367 mortalitivs
2 XA7.705 cantle eaperted),
whica was 2 24pc fall
compared to the mocality
et of 11130 observed in
INLG, wed “represens w oew
recond k" acconding 1o
report author Grey J Norsan
of DPIRD

The repoet also highbghes
that "“the overull morality rae
fur sheep dening ses transpon
1o all destisations during
2007 was 021pe (1L IRG
moetalities e 533 mallicn
shoep eajunied)”’ - which was
“an Flpe fall compaent to the
mortality rase of {1 Blipe
vhsenxd i 0167,

Whale there wiss
argumem that mortaisty rale
Jevels &d not mSuately
repeesent Use imimal wellare
ksoes esperizaced on boand
the vessels o transit and
whes affkading, the L gues
showend il of @ wasn't for
the “isnimat ncidest™ (of the
Awsssi Eapeess, as feomer
Nowionaks bk Bunaby
Tonoe podsted put) whch cast

the spatlight cn ihe indusiry,
the indusiey would b
mpeoving il

The conclusion is thae I the
numbers of moralitios were
droppang then something
st tave changad in the
practice of e4panss s atd with
on-Soand siockmen in ooder
(o ustateny thanl imgeowines:,
beocawse the vessels being
used were still the <ame ~
although improvemenis have
ulso been mide,

With greater ssandands for
cxponiss amd vessel
requirements For the Tuture o
i Bikely Ow satsstion will
improse Fother

Thas fliex in the face of al)
the activist and politcal
ractonc saToumdang the ive
expont indusiry in the pasc
eagha mionths

Wil e revent thees-
llll"llll l"l’llll‘(illlll l‘(ll '
place by Ausiradian Live
Exportens” Cooncil dunng (the
nortaers sunamee monihs the
industry would have removed
1 Ngh i<k of heat stress
reloted maoaizliny evems,

During its coochesion the
mepuat aand the Heal Siress
Risk Assesament (HSRA)
mode! wis ssed 0 havee Tad
SUTDE TIMIAT MEee s
implementation, i= "
meaningls) reduction in
liveszock mortaiity raes
doneg expon by sey

The imroduciion of the
Acrraliun Standarcs toe the
Fapoet of Livestock (ASEL),
npecveIments in vessels and
cuanpes 1o the tpes of
livestock eaporiad are all
likely to lave plaved o par!
the repont <aid

Livestock murtahily rates
lor cattle and sheep have
coasistently remained below
Ipe and 2pe, respectvely, for
over 10 yeans.

“Indistiy tesearch hes also
ideatified that I
ol Ahe previnary <a
murtaley i Ivesiock
exponied 1o the Muddle Faw

“However, heat sess
reminrs an amimid welfare
risk and HISRA cominues to
be a teol 1n its management

The repurt warned that us

WEeEKLY NEWS

T3 A regoet 10 the Sar eapoet Insustry thehlgnted racuctions o

rrtalily rades far et s Shivg a1l catle st yeae

the Islumic calender ke
forwan! feomy Segeember by
approgizsrcly 11 days each
ek, in (e June-Sepiember
b, along with i
roguirument for suilahle
cumbors and classes of sheop,
there was the posssmhity )
“overall moralities will e
signficantly” if thar wade had
continued % meet e =lomie
festival pene

While the repoat sabd tha
“the trend e pumbers of
b v ported soul aniral
mooctulily comimnes
downwanl” wizh |78 milloe
saccp exported in 2016,
“ihe lowest number esporicd
since recoods hegan in 1988
the rigares were up Lt vear
by 2.7pe tn | M8T 452 beat
67

WA aw 1,59 mullives sheep
exported oul of Fremamle last
sear will 64 4 rive m
adull ewes put on bosts

Al wether mad ram 1ypes
saw a reductivn in aumbers
The maks (Mpoting Countriss
of sheep weee Qatar | Mgpe ol
all expodts), follewed by
Kuwail (32pc) st Turkey
e which re-peoered the
saarke! afer & fouryear
Battus, caking 19K 803 beod

Durine X007 air ranspan

meovooted loe 2.23pc of tive
sheep espens..

“Ihe 42,144 skeep
sapodial by aic in 2017
represesy w full of 33
vomngaared 10 2016, b
reamanng the thind bighesd
[ vooeded o or the 2008
10 2016 pened.” the repon
sad

ALy Lraresport of love sheep
Lomprises 2 mix of teeeding
and sanghies Types.

“In T, §2pe of ar
Wramsporial ey were Lo
sl ™

Perts aw the Tarpest
number o air freighted shovp
exporis i 47 Spe, while
Adeluide maw 42 Spe and
Svidnes and Mefcurne
wrports scooeted for the
FemBIne

Tee main imperting
SOOAIES lor Australue shesp
sxponal by ail were
Mulaysia (42 Fpe) Singspore
(9 3pc s und Chisa 1690

There voas alsay 4 57 8w
11%¢ m the sumber of carile
caported by air in 2017,
vompared (o 2016 Gyoney

Druring 2017 s transpont
accounted foe 1.07pe of Hw
caltle cxpoets o) V261 head
wd wae alimoex exclusively
zonlined o drocding tvpws.




Live exporters cleaned up act
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Australia's live animal export in-
dustry has warned that the coun-
try’'s stringent live animal export
standards must play a part in the fu-
ture of the trade.

Australian Livestock Exporters'
Council chief executive Alison Pen-
fold said the Exporter Supply Chain
Assurance System used in overseas
markets must be, and would be,
based on whole-of-chain welfare as-
surance,

Last week former WA Livestock
Exporters” Association chairman
and Saudi Arablan livestock com-
pany Suleiman Al Jabri Trading ex-
port manager John Edwards told
Countryman Australia’s onerous
ESCAS scheme had cost the coun-
try’s livestock industry millions in
lost sales throughout the Middle
East,

Mr Edwards’ company, which im-
ports two million sheep, goats, cat-
tle and camels every year, predomi-
nantly from markets other than
Australia, said the Government’s
inaction in meaningfully engaging
with Saudi Arabla and other Mid.
die East markets was responsible
for the lowest numbers of sheep ex-
ported to the region in 20 years,

He said exports had declined by
more than 3.3 million head since
2000.

Mr Edwards said untfl the Feder-
al Government was prepared to
have a constructive dialogue with
the Middle East, importers and
their governments, the Australian
livestock industry would continue
to miss out on the lucrative trade
the region offered.

Last year Saudi Arabia, which at
its peak represented 32 per cent of
all livestock exported to the M ddle

mmwmmm«.mummumu
year from countries other than Australia, Picture: Rueben Hale

Eastfrom Australia, imported near-
1y eight million sheep, goats, cattle
and camels into the country.

But a Federal Government
spokesman for Agriculture Minis-
ter Barnaby Joyce said Australia
exported more than 2.1 million
sheep to the Middle East last finan-
cial year and the region remained a
top export destination for Austra-
lian live sheep.

ALEC chief executive Al
Picture: Bob Gamant

He said the Government would
not consider any reduction In ani-
mal welfare standards for Austra.
lian livestock exported overseas, in-
cluding Saudi Arabia.

Ms Penfold said the association's
members had adopted and en.
dorsed the implementation of ES-
CAS.

“Our members have spent mil-
lons of dollars investing in supply

chains to ensure that practices and
systems support compliance,” she
said.

"ESCAS remains a bespoke first-
of-its-kind system and in some mar-
kets promotes and supports a meat
distribution model over the centu.
riesold livestock trading model.
This makes philosophical adoption
far more of a challenge in markets
where cultural business practices

rters stand behind need for ESCAS

operate under a trading mentality.
Change is occurring, but bedding
down cultural aceeptance will take
time.”

Ms Penfold said Saudi Arabia had
presented a major challenge to ES.
CAS implementation.

“While the ESCAS system in sim-
ple terms seeks to assure and dem-
onstrate OIE compliance, there re-
main some concerns about its im-
plementation and the sovereign
over-reach components,” she said.

"Discussions at a government
and business level are ongoing and
ALEC remains focused on a reopen-
ing of the market as soon as is prac-
ticable in line with welfare assu-
rance requirements.

“The minister remains commit.

-ted to a reopening of the trade and is

looking to industry to provide solu-
tions, a challenge we are up for."

Ms Penfold said the development
of a Livestock Global Assurance
program could address some Mid-
dle Eastern country’s concerns
about Australian sovereign over-
reach and address 2 number of crit-
Icisms of the ESCAS

“This will improve industry abil.
ity to demonstrate compliance with
ESCAS," she said.

“This program would, if imple-
mented, be arm’s length from in-
dustry and independent of govern-
ment,”

Ms Penfold said ALEC continued
to engage with the Federal Govern-
ment to seek out improvements to
ESCAS and remove red tape.

“We will achieve this without un-
dermining the core principles of
the system — control, traceability,
animal welfare and third-party aud-
iting,” she sald. “Many of the re
forms that industry has sought
have been implemented.”
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Importer talks boxed beef, animal welfare and food security

By SHAN GOODWIN

THE largest importer of
Australian Bve sheep has
revealed bis company «
leoking 1o find ather secure
sources of lvesiock us a result
of Avstralin's talk ol hanming
the rode

Osama Boodki, chief
executive ufficer of Al
Murwashs in Kuwait, saud the
livestock trade was a maer of
national food secunity in his
oy,

He has spoken candidly
aboan the issucs being Boly
dhebated in Australia, peoviding
extensive eaplamion arcund
why the triade Gan ot simply e
replaoed witl boxed mean and
MusEim cultural belsets on
antmal sl pheer

I whint wall hhedy comirdict
the views of many Austrabass
who helieve thew amimal
welfare beliefs superior. Mr
Boodal said many customers in
his cauntry éad not believe it
was good welfare 10 use 3
sunning device oo an animal
and thea slaughter i

Mr Boodud i3 emphatic those
on the Middle Eastem side of
the trade were also outraged at
the footage oo boad sheep
ships. saying “those candinons
were nod acceptohle 10 any of
=

However, o ignoee oher
evilence of what a hvesiock
Journey normally looks ke
means “peaple are jodging as
without bavieg all the facts in
Fromt of themy,” he saod.

Mr Hoodm his just visited
Australia to talk o polticises
and Farmuers about the reality of
conditxms o livestock vessels

Emanuc! Expoets his boen
the soke supplicr of live sheep
10 Al Mawashi siwee 105 s
shipmess i 1963

Al Mawashi, which
incarporates the Kawaic
Livestock Transpom and
Trading. is a majocicy
governmens-oaned brsiness
focused on food security rther
thun maximising profits, be

explammed

VAL Mawas!

gwep wxported 0o the Al WMessit

In was subsactised by U
Ruwai government uesil &
bocame sell-susiaining nad has
bosa impormieg Australian
sheep for four decades.

Kiwait 18 oot an
agncuhurnl region bot given
we sense the thrent lo livestock
iaparts, we have stars!
huilding our awn Meck and are

hopang 1o increase ity capacity,”

Mr Boondin saicl,

“However, there are real
limitatsons bo vur prodocton
potentsal amd shibity to ever be
selt-salficient.

“That's why for countnes in
the Gult, the hvestock trade (s
a matrer of natwoenad food
scunty

Me Boodas spoke about his

compumy's invescments in the
supply chain and how serioasly
o takes animal welfare

Those imvesaments include
the warkd's higgest oonversd
foedhol, & sew S70 muillicn
closed loop ahativer i Kowail
und a oew STIOm hvestoek
vessel doe 10 be lamcixed in
019,

“Ouar compary's farms,
foediots. vessels, vesnock
trucks, fodder infrasructene
and abotronrs are all peared for
mnpodted Bve aimals” he seid,

“We dlways need 10 masage
1he rraks associated with
ungeedictable weaher,
especially m the Arahian Gulf,
but our record shows we have
the planming in place 1o

el cxncut e officer Dsaema Boodal at the company's Kuwast Seodict Inspecting Australian

66—

A clear example of
this is what we have
seen in Saud) Arabia,

wiuch ceased
importing Austraian
sheep in 2012.

OSAMA BOODAS

99

mruntain aumal weltpe all
yeau

“Al Mawashi has vpgraded
s ventilalion systems om 1is

A Contiries oo pags &

0O
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Should live exports
be banned?

HAVE YOUR SAY NOW
IN THE FORM BELOW

—— — — —u‘
{ WE WON'T VOTE FOR A PARTY

EXPORT

WME)J’O‘“

JOE e
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