


Live cattle exports
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Live sheep exports
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Major live sheep exporters (million head) Australia’s share of world trade
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Live exports typically account for 8-10% of Australian cattle turnoff, and 

between 30-40% of Australian sheep turnoff (excluding lambs)
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Compound Annual Growth Rates

1971 to 
2007

2007 to 
2030

2007 to
2050

Bovine 1.2% 1.3% 1.2%

Ovine 2.0% 1.6% 1.5%

Pig meat 2.9% 1.2% 0.8%

Poultry meat 5.0% 2.1% 1.8%

Total meat 2.8% 1.5% 1.3%

Sources: FAOStat & “World agriculture towards 2030/2050”, FAO, 2012

Years Increase (CAGR %)

1961-70 2.7%

1971-80 2.2%

1981-90 2.1%

1991-00 1.7%

2001-10 1.6%

2911-20 1.2%

2021-30 1.0%

2031-40 0.8%

2041-50 0.6%

Rate of growth of increase in 
global food demand

Rate of growth of increase in global 
meat demand



Years World population growth 
(%)*

1950-1975 62%

1975-2000 55%

2000-2025 41%

2025-2050 29%

Source: UN population projections
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Source: OECD Medium and long-term scenarios for global growth and imbalances
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To meet the increase in 
demand with fixed resource 
input requires increases in 
productivity of:

• 1% p.a. for agriculture 
generally

• 1.4% for the meat 
industries

Increases greater than these 
have been achieved 
historically - & show no sign of 
slowing up
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Total factor productivity – selected agricultural exporting nations
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in the Australian beef industry:

• 1978-2013 1.3%

• 1988-2000 1.9%

• 2000-2012 0.7%
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▪ Processing costs – Australia is
➢ 2.4 times higher than the US
➢ 3.0 times higher than Brazil
➢ 1.5 times higher than New Zealand

▪ Wages – skilled boner

➢ Australia: $30/hour plus 40-42% on costs = $43/hour
➢ US: $15/hour plus 20% on costs = $18/hour
➢ New Zealand: $16/hour plus 25% on costs = $20/hour
➢ China: $5/hour



• Much of Australia’s local road network is in poor 

condition, particularly in rural areas (Engineers Australia 

2010a)

• CSIRO has estimated of transport cost savings to the 

industry of 20% or more arising from possible road 

infrastructure improvements identified by industry

• Port congestion has also been identified as an efficiency 

inhibitor – e.g. in Perth adding $10 costs per head of 

cattle shipped & $1 per head of sheep













0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

Current diet Recommended diet
Meats/fish Eggs/dairy Breads/cereals

Fruit/vegetables Oils/spreads Non core foods

Current & recommended Australian diets (grams/day)

-4

-3

-2

-1

0

1

Meats/
fish

Eggs/
dairy

Breads/
cereals

Fruit/
vegetables

Oils/
spreads

Non core
foods

Change in GHG emissions from following recommended diet
(CO2E kg)









Australian live 
export 
destinations.



Growing market and growing competition – Canada, 

Mexico, France, Brazil

Australian market share gain in 2013-14 with 

recovery of Indonesian market, lower $A 



Live sheep supply sources becoming more diverse, 
including Eastern Europe, Africa.

Australian market share shrinking due to reduced flock 
size, high $A, and low wool profitability.



Source: John Berry, JBS

Live exports a viable alternative to domestic processing, as domestic processing has declined.

Inability to reliably finish cattle in northern Australia a major challenge for domestic processors.



Source: ABARES, 2015







FAO index of world meat pricesPrice increases since 1990

• Pork 16%

• Chicken 37%

• Beef 94%

• Sheepmeat 167%
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